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salary would indicate that she is among Shim-
bashi's top-ranking geisha* for she confided that
she averages about 800 yen a month.
I asked her if there were many geisha girls
who dislike their profession. She answered that
there were few in Shimbashi but stated that in the
poorer districts some of the girls who have been
forced into the work by needy parents are unhappy,
and now and then try to run away.
"We are so free here. If we don't feel well
or don't like a patron we can always refuse a call
by getting some one else to go/' said Tsuruko,
who begged to be pardoned for her deshabille;
"You see I have just returned from a vacation-
We cannot go off without the house owner's
permission unless our patron pays for the time.
My patron gave me the money to go* I went
alone to a hot spring and now I feel very refresh-
ed. Sometimes 'I go with my patron."
The atmosphere of the house was like that of
a girl's boarding school The five girls knelt be-
fore their mirrors and began to put on thek make-
up, gossiping and chatting as they adorned them-
selves. Tsuruko said that at least ninety pet cent
of the geisha house owners in Shimbashi are wo-
men. "That is so in "other districts too. They
are usually retired gtisba" she added. This fact
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